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POLITICAL (DOMESTIO). 


“Tue Akhbér-i-Anjumén-i-Punjab, of the 13th December, 
dwells on the harm done to, and the loss suffered by, litigants 
at the hands of the writers of petitions of appeals attached 
to the Chief Court and the Courts subordinate to it. Clever 
only in extorting exorbitant wages, they entirely ignore the 
essential points, and the pleas and arguments which ought 
to be stated, and put down irrelevant matter, the result of 
which is that nine-tenths of the appeals, however well grounded 
they may be, are dismissed, and the cause of litigants is 


ruined. 


‘To remove the abuse, the editor suggests that the Chief 
Court, or the Supreme Government, should lay down rules 
for the examination and enrolment of writers of appeals, just 
as in case of pleaders, and that no one who does not fulfil these 


Conditions should be authorized to practise. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the same date, suggests that in 
order to put a check to thefts, which are now a subject of 


crying complaint, Government would do well to adopt the 
following plan :—Each of the mohullas in every city and 


town should be secured on all sides, and provided with gates, 
which should be kept shut the whole night, the keys remain- 
ing in the custody of the chowkeedara in gharge.. = 
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- In its columns of local news, the same paper remarks that, 
though the authorities at Meerut pay some attention to the 
arrangements connected with the reform of the towns belong- 

ing to that district, one important requirement has escaped 
their notice, viz., the need of appointing a municipal commit- 
tes in the town of Sirdhana, in order that the magnificent 
Roman Catholic Chureh and the fine palace built by the late 
Begum Sombre, which are: becoming defaced day by day 
on account of not being well looked after, may be kept in good 
repair, and other needful reforms and improvements may be 
made from time to time in the town with the income from 
that source. ) 


The Rozndmcha, of the same date, states that, besides bud- 
mashes of the type of Hussein Ali and Panak Ali, who are in 
the habit of taking things from poor persons without paying 
the price, there is a set of bad characters of a worse description 
in Lucknow, who are in the habit of robbing men of their 
money in a peculiar way. They take their stand in the cattle- 
market, and as soon as any man having money with him—be 
he a foreigner or a citizen—passes that way, one of the party, 
after accosting him, bids him give baek his money ; and not~ 
withstanding strong protestations on the part of the poor 
passenger as to his never having incurred any debt, or having 
had anything to do with him, prevails on him with the aid of 
his accomplices, who at once appear on the spot, and of course 
back the budmash’s assertion, to satisfy the demand. In the 
event of his resisting, the whole party foreibly rob him of. all 
he has, and make off, leaving the injured man no chance of 


redress on account of his ignoranee of their names and where- 
abouts. — 


The Koh-t-Ndér, of the 14th December, approves of the 
order said to have been passed by the authorities at. Agra, 
prohibiting people from sending out their children with or- 


_ Baments on their persons, and takes this occasion to make 
the often-repeated Suggestion as to. the imperative neeessity 
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of the enforcement of a special Act by the Supreme Governmént 
_on the subject, so as to put an effective stop to the horrible 
murders caused in consequence of the bad practice of decorat~ 
ing children with ornaments. 


és The same paper. invites attention to the frightful pre- 
valence of thefts in Ghazeeabad. Scarcely a week passes in 
which some eases do not occur. The writer mentions certain 
recent instances, and -concludes - by expressing his surprise 
that the authorities should take no — for putting a stop to 


the evil. 


c 


‘The Nér-ul- Anwér, of the same date, in its columns of local 
news, invites attention to the harm done by monkeys in the 
eity (Cawnpore), and points out the wr of - taking _ 
for their destruction. — 


The Urdu Akhbér, of the 16th December, notices the 6 sppres: 
sion practised by bad characters on the women from places 
far and near resorting to Achhra Gond in the Kangra District, 
in order to bathe in a fountain formed by a rill issuing from 
the mountains, which, according to a superstitious belief, is 
said to have the effect of saving children from death in child- 
hood. Not only are these women robbed of their clothes and 
ornaments by the budmashes, but are often ravished by them. 
The correspondent, who is an authority for the statement, was 
an eye-witness of this scene of spoliation and profanity, and. 
he thinks that the attention of the municipal committee of the 
district should be directed to the grievance. 


Under the heading “ J allundhur,” the same paper draws 
attention to the great severity practised on the prisoners em- 
ployed for removing ice in the winter season by their guards. 


The Pattidéla A khbdr, of the same date, states that, contrary 
to the custom obtaining from time immemorial at all ferries, 
according to which'a passenger who has once paid has a right 
to a fres passage back, provided’ he returns in the course of 


the same day, persons using the Raj Ghaut bridge near the 
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tallway-station at Benares have to pay a fare each time they 
cross it in one and the same day -since the contract of the 
ferry has been given to the new contractor. The grievance 
is particularly felt by persons who accompany any one to the 
railwayestation and come back soon after, and the writer thinks 
the attention of the authorities ought to be directed to . 


The Rozndmcha, of the 17th December, is glad to observe 
that the cruelties inflicted by fowlers on birds brought for sale in 
the bazaar, complaints of which were repeatedly brought to the 
‘notice of the authorities in newspapers, have finally been put 

a stop to in Lucknow, a proclamation haying been made in the 
city by order of the Chief Commissioner, prohibiting fowlers, as 
well as purchasers of birds, from treating the animals in 
a brutal manner in public streets ; but invites attention to two 
other reforms which it thinks equally necessary,—viz (1) the 
abolition of the practice of killing dogs, and (2) the need of 


causing butchers’ shops to be provided with screens in order 
to remove a public nuisance. 


The Qudh Akhbdr, of the 20th December, suggests that, 
jn order to put an effective stop to the sale of spurious provi= — 
sions—an abuse prevalent in the country—Government would 
do well tq lay down a rule causing all vendors of provisions 
to obtain 3 license from the local authorities, no one who does 
not possess such license being permitted to sell his things in 
the market. hese licenses should be renewed every year, and 
none who fails to furnish proofs of having borne a good repu- 


tation for selling genuine and wholesome articles throughout 
the year, should be tho 


year, ught entitled to receive a fresh license 
for the next. os 


The Akhbdr-1-Anjumdn-i- Panjab, of the same date, praises 
the Punjab Government for having adopted the suggestion 
put forth in Native newspapers as to the desirability of pub- 
lishing a vernacular version of the Punjab Government. Gazette, 
but thinks that the plan of intrusting the work to the Educa 
tional Department said to be in contemplation will not 
answer well. In the editor’s opinion, the work ought to be con- 


( 129 ) 
duoted under the direct supervision of the Government, or, 
which would be the better plan, of the Chief Court, by a com- 
petent translator, well versed in law and jurisprudence. He 


would further suggest, in order to ensure the complete user 


fulness of the work, that the expense of conducting it should 
on no account be less than that incurred for a similar purpose 
by the N orth- West Government. | | 1 


In conclusion, the writer points out that Acts and Regula- 
tions published in the North- Western Provinces’ Oordoo Gazette, 
and relating also to the Punjab, need not be retranslated, 
both because too different translations of the same Act will i 
harm, and in order to avoid useless labour. All that is neces- 
sary is. that the translation brought out by the North-West 
Government should be revised, anid any emendations which 
may seem proper be supplied, before its publication in the 
Vordoo Panjab (Fovernment Gaze tte. 


The Mukhbir-i-Sadig, of the same a has a communis 
cated article, in which the writer complains of the irregularity 
and delay which ensue in the delivery of letters, &., in 
villages. “With the exception of bearing letters, which are of 
course regularly distributed in order to oollect the postage 
dye, all others are either destroyed or delivered with great 
carelessness, to the great loss of the addressees. 


In order to remove the evil, the writer suggests that an 
order should be issued by the postal authorities requiring the 
d&ék-moonshee of each thanah to keep a register, in which all 
letters, &c., bearing as well as paid, addressed to the villages 
in his circuit should be entered date by date, and the addressees 
be required to put down their signature with date of re- 
Ceipt oppdsite their names. This register should be weekly 
submitted in original’ to the Sudder Post-Office for examina- 
tion and comparison with the returns kept there; and in case 
of any discrepancy, or irregularity, or delay in delivery being 
found, the dak-moonshees concerned should be called to ac- 


count for the same, and punished. — 
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- The .Oudh Akhbar, of the 14th February, has: a long 
article on slavery. The gist is, that though the English 
Government ‘deserves great ‘praise for its exertions in the 
suppression of slave trade in foreign countries, it i§ to be 
regretted that it should have suffered the abuse to exist in — 
India in particular forms, chiefly in the Native States, and, to 
some extent in the British dominions themselves. From day 
to day we hear of prostitutes receiving girls into their houses 
for improper purposes. The writer thinks it to be a reproach 
to the British Government that crimes such as these should 
be passed over unnoticed by it within its own dominions, and 
calls upon it to adopt measures for putting a stop to them, — 


\_The Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the same date, publishes 
a critique on Sir William Muir’s appeal to the Supreme Go- 
vernment, to extend the benefits of a permanent settlement to. 
the North-Western Provinces equally with Bengal. ~The 
writer fully concurs ia the opinion expressed by that paper 
in an article, that, under the existing circumstances, the settle- 
ments in these parts have always proved advantageous to Go- 
vernment, and the zemindars are like so many leeches, no 
sooner full than squeezed dry ; and describes the evel of this 
periodical squeezing system : :— | 


“Selfish rulers of old were in the habit of robbing their 
subjects of everything they could lay hands upon ; but surely 
it ill becomes a civilized Government such as the English to 
entertain the idea of so doing even for a moment. Turn over 
the pages of the Calcutta Review, that exponent of the opi- 
nions of the English Press, and you will find how many true 
Englishmen charge the Government with injustice to the 
people for maintaining the ungenerous system taken. exception 
to. A beneficent ruler studies to provide means and facilities 
for ameliorating the condition of his subjects, and finds his 
best reward in- their. gratitude. and. prosperity.. How often 
do we hear it echoed that ‘ England governs India for India’s 
‘sake ;’-but-measures which tend to make the people more and 
more poor cannot but lead the people to suppose . that the 
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assertion is a deception. Witness the effect of the periodical 
renewal of the settlement on the zemindars. Words cannot 
sufficiently express what they feel and suffer by such renewal. 
It will not be too much to say that they dread it just as much 
as sailors dread a sea-storm ; just as the latter prepare them- 
selves to meet it by striking sail, so do the former by filling up 
wells, pulling down ragis-nitie, leaving some lands unculti- 
vated, and so on. 


~” 


_ Tn brief, the continual settlements have more than con- 
vinced the people that all they earn by the sweat of their brow 
will one day be snatched away from them, and hence the in- 
difference of many of them to do as much as is desirable, 
Government cannot be unconscious how gloomy and depress- 
ing must be the effect of this upon the country, and how great 
an impediment it is to the development of its physical re- 
sources. So sudden is the change which a new settlement 
works on the destinies of the people, that the zemindars of 
many-of the districts brought under a new settlement, who 
but a few years ago seemed to be in prosperity and affluence, 
become quite different beings to what they were before its com- 
mencement. Their equipages, attendants, bullocks, horses, 
and what not are no more to be seen; while their estates 
change hands, and pinching poverty mocks them in the face.” 


The writer coneludes by stating that the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor of the North-Western Provinees is fully alive to all 
this, and his scheme, in which he strongly urges the claims 
of those provinces for the benefits of a permanent settlement, 
will be a lasting monument of his earnest sympathy with the 
people, and be remembered as long as the latter have any spark 
of gratitude left in them. "| 


The Rozndmeha, of the same date, in its eolumns of ail 
news, draws attention to a ‘publie nuisance at the cross-road 
near Gholam Hossein’s Bridge in Mohullah Moulviegunge 
(Lucknow). - One Bursatee, a green-gtocer, who had at'some 
time past built a small shed’ at the road where to carry on his 
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profession, lias, by gtadually heaping up mud and rubbish, 
enlarged the bounds of his stall.by two yards in each of the 
eastern and northern directions, thereby making. the road so 


- Narrow that conveyances can hardly pass that way with safety, 


The writer wonders that neither the Darogah of the Nu- 
z0ol Department, nor the Superintendent of Conservancy, 
should have taken notice of this nuisance and encroachment on a, 
public road, and calls upon the authorities te see to it. 


Tlie editor also points out the need of repairing a parti- 
cular drain in Mohullah Yahaiyagunje (Lucknow), which 
has long since been lying i in a disgraceful state, thereby put 
ting passengers to great inconvénierice. 


The K oh-i- Nur, of the 15th February, oan on i uns 
necessary trouble and loss suffered by the people of Ghazee-+ 
abad by having to undertake a journey to Meerut to sue for 
petty sums of moneys in the Small Cause Court there, and 
suggests that the settlement of such suits might with advan- 
tage be intrusted to the Moonsiff of the town. ee 


The sanie paper notices a serious case of dacoity at Feroze- 
pore (Punjab), the particulars being these : ~Two persons, 
who were carrying Rs, 4,400 in cash from the city to Bungla, 
were attacked at a distance of four kos from that place by a 
party of dacoits, who inflicted such severe blows on both that 
one of them died on the spot, while the other is lying ina 


precarious state in the hospital; and then made off with the 
money. ) | 


~The Benares Akibér, 3 in its local news columns, notices 4 
Serious case of murder which took place in Ni irotumpore (a 
village belonging to Rai Bishen Chund), and which lately 
came up before the Sessions Judge of Benares, ..The writer 
is glad to observe ‘that the three persons who were unjustly 


accused of the crime were acquitted, but thinks it strange 
that the murder should not have been traced out, and no less 


so to find that the prosecutors of the accused, notwithstanding 
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that they ate knowh to have brought similar false charges 
against thent on former occasions, and who it is feared may 
one day put them to death, should have escaped punishment. | 


The Athbér-i-Aldm, of the '20th February, has an article 
on cruelty towards animals. The editor regrets that, notwith- 
standing that the practice is punishable under the English 
law, cruelties in multifarious shapes are inflicted on the brute 
creation in the British dominions. To give a detail of thesd 
would be tedious, and he therefore thinks it enough to men- 
tion certain forms of the crime common among Englishmen, 
such as mutilating the ears and tail of dogs, castrating horses, 
and running them in races so furiously that they die in some 
cases—practices which are neither wise nor lawful. If then 
barbarities such as these are committed by the very officers 
who are intrusted with the suppression of the crime, what 
hope can there be of its being checked? 


In another article the same paper condemns the practice 
of killing dogs common in the British dominions. In. the 
writer’s opinion, at times when. there may be fear. of their 
running mad, they should be kept confined in some place, 
and remedies should be applied for their cure. 


_ Generally speaking, the editor thinks the. killing g, wound- 
ing; and hurting of animals to be as cruel and unlawful 
as similar treatment towards human beings.. The former 
deserve justice as well as the latter, and it is, therefore, pro- 
per that violence in any shape in case of the one should be 
punished by law just as well as in case of the other, animals 
killed for food being of course an exception to this rule for 
necessity’ 8 ake. 


The same © paper criticises the order of the Punj ab Govern-’ 
ment under Section 236 of the New Criminal Procedure’ 
Code, fixing’ the number of persons to compose a jury to as- 
sist the “sad ecaer Court in cases where it needs such assistaiice 
for different. districts, According to this order, tho number 
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of such persons is to be nine in Delhi, Lahore, Rawulpindee, 
and Peshawur ; five in Umballah, Mooltan, and Sealkote ; and 
three in the other districts. 


The editor is at a loss to account for this discrepancy, 


and asks if the people of some districts have greater claims to _ 
justice than those of others. eS 


The Bendres Akhbér, of the same date, in its columns of 
local news, again repeats complaints of the abuses prevalent in 
the Court of Moonshee Ajoodhya Pershad, Moonsiff of the city, 
in consequence of a relation of his practising as a pleader 
in the Court. The writer recently received a private com- 
munication containing particulars of the abuses in question, 
which he has forwarded to the High Court authorities, and 
hopes that. the attention of the latter, as well as of the Go- 
vernment, North-Western Provinces, will this time be directed 


to the matter, on which he has so repeatedly written without 
any effect. | 


The same paper recommends that Hindoos who ehange 
their religion ought to be excluded from all right to ances- 


tral inheritance, such right being unauthorized by the Hindoo 
laws. 


The Akhbér-1-Anjumdn-i-Punj4b, of the 21st February, in 
making comments on the tours of inspection of officers in 
their jurisdiction, observes that the full benefits contemplated — 
by such periodical visits cannot be realized unless the practice 
of giving previous notice of the dates on which different places 
are to be visited—which enables subordinate officials to prepare 
themselves for the ordeal, to conceal what defects may exist in 
the working of their offices, and to show their karguzdri to 
advantage—is stopped. In the writer's Opinion the plan of 
entering suddenly the places meant to be visited should be 
adopted, in order that things may be seen in their rea] light, £ 
and subordinates may find no opportunity of concealing the 
flaws in their office system and general management, | . 
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The same paper dvawe attention to the practice ofc ‘giving 
false evidence in Courts which has spread to an alarming 
extent, and the: evils consequent thereon, and calls upon the 
authorities. to take effective measures for puttin g a check to 


the abuse. 


The Koh-t-Neér, of the 22nd February, states, on the 
authority of a correspondent at Shahpore, that, while the 
work which falls to the postal employés in that district is 
none the less heavy, their pay is considerably less than that 
drawn by similar officials in other districts of the Punjab, 
such as Goordaspore and Jullundhur. To add to the griev- 
ance, even this insufficient pay is so long detained that the 
officials have to starve, and their petitions to superior officers: 
are totally unheeded. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Oudh Akhbér, of the 14th February, notices the peti- 
tion of some of the leading Thakoors of Bikanere to the Poli- 
tical Agent of that State, complaining of certain grievances 
suffered by them at the hands of that Government, and pray- 
ing for redress. 'Fhese are—(1) that the Government assess- 
ment on their lands is too heavy, and great severity is practised 
in its collection ; and (2) that the jagheers held by them in un- 
interrupted succession since the time of Musalman Emperors 
are unlawfully. intermeddled with. The Political Agent in 
reply expressed his inability to interfere in the matter. 


The writer, in! reviewing the above complaints, remarks 
that the main cause to which they owe their rise is that the 
pay both of the’ Civil and Military officials in the employ of 
the State is very ins afficient. For instance, the soldiers— 
cavalry as well'as infantry—receive Rs. 3 per mensem each, 
the thanahdars ‘Rs. 5, and so on; and, what is worse, even 
this small pay is paid half-yearly. Hence the employés practise 


extortions on the people, and employ unfair practices, for 


collectin § money. 
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The Malwd Akhbdr, of the 7th February, blames the 
Municipal. Committee. of Indour for its indifference -to the 
cleanliness of the-roads of: the city, which are generally in a 
disgraceful state. Such is particularly. the case with the road 
towards the east of the Pimplee Bazaar, and that lying ‘at: a 
short distance froin the palace grounds, and running westward 
of the Gupal Mundir, which are so muddy and interspersed 
with stones as to be almost impassable. The editor regrets 


that the municipality should have been in existence for the 


last three years, and should have done nothing 1 in | the way of - 
nape the state of the roads, ; 


f 


The Kérndmah, of the same date, notices & very serious 
decnity which recently happened in Mouzah Shumbhoo Garh, 
in the Mewar territory, and is said to be the first: of its‘kind 
in the Native States. The particulars are these :—A gang of 
dacoits entered the villages, plundered Rs. 30,000 worth of 
valuables belonging to three mahajuns, besidds the: property 
of other inhabitants, amounting to Rs... 12,000,:and even 
deprived the royal guards posted at the palace of their-arms: 
and horses. All search after the robbers and the plundered 
property has proved vain. The Political Agent.is said:to have 
brought the incident to the notice of Government, 


A Seepree correspondent of the Agra Alibér, of. the 


20th February, invites attention to the following Brigyangre in, 
the Gwalior territory : —_— 


“ (a) The a of rears and dagoities which, 
contrary to the promise made by the Maharajah to take affece : 
tive measures for putting a Stop to them, continue to. be as: 
frequent: as before. The writer. mentions two instances of .a 
recent occurrence, one of which happened in’ :the. town of 
| Umbah, in which a than adar and four constables were killed. 


and the other at a place lying between Mouzah}Amalah and 
Kurbura, on, the J hansie Toad, in which a buneah. was. robbed: 
of his purse. 
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*(b.) ‘In consequence of the ground in the environs of 
Nurwur: having been occupied for the--Camp of: Exercise, 
thousands of grain fields have‘been destroyed. The owners, 
it is:said, are to receive for their loss only from Rs. 4 to Rs. 8 
per beegah,: which will scarcely cover even the price of the 
seed and the interest due to mahajuns. ‘This state of ‘things 
has led: the people to quit the State and emigrate to Malwah. ' 

“(¢.) The extortions practised on merchants and travellers 
by the Collectors of Customs.” = == 


’ The Koh-i-Nur, of the 22nd February, i is’ informed by a 
sine at Jeypore that on the 30th J anuary last a 
case of. suttee happened in. that territory at a place called 
Baoree Khera.in Nizamut Mahwa. The particulars are these :— 
The widow:of one Laljee burnt herself on the funeral of her 
deceased husband... tial Hashes 


- The Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, of the 24th February, states that 
the barbarous practice’ of determining the guilt or innocence 
of a person by ‘means of a fiery ordeal ‘still obtains in Odey- 
pore ' The ‘Rao of ‘Kurabur ‘caused a person of the cultivator 
sbiite! who ‘was suspected tobe in collusion with a ‘dacoif, to 
prove his innocence by holding'a red hot plough-share in both 
hands, after four or five peepul leaves tied over with thread 
had been placed in them according te the ceremony, and 
then repeating the following words with ‘his face towards the 
sun :—‘ Thou sun-god, if I am actually guilty of the crime, 
punish me ; if not, let me escape unscathed from the ordeal.” 


According to the correspondent, who is the authority 
for the above statement, the person subjected to the ordeal 
‘suffered no injury. 


COMMERCIAL. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfiz, of the 14th February, invites atten- 
tion to certain railway abuses. Among these the editor chiefly 
mentions,—(1) the insolent behaviour of the railway employés 
in refusing to furnish information to ignorant passengers 
as to the time of distribution of tickets for a particular train, 
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or on other points; (2) the prohibition against waiting on the 
platform to receive friends or relations expected by any train ; 
(3) the practice adopted by inn-keepers at some stations, such 
as Cawnpore, in collecting considerably ‘more than the pres- 
cribed hire for the use of the inn;.and (4) the absence of lamps 
on the roads leading to the railway station in some cities, 
especially where such. stations are ata distance from the city, 
as in the case of Hattrass. | 


| EDUCATIONAL. | 
_. The Nér-ul-Anwdér joins with its Native contemporaries in 
condemning the practice of not allowing Mahomedan students 
short leave in the school hours to repeat their prayers, and 
considering it.as one of the reasons which prevent Musalmans 
from educating their sons at Government colleges and schools, 
It is true that an interruption in studies is hurtfal, but at the 
same time it is most. proper that the bad habit which is sure 
to grow up from the practice in the Mahomedan youths in 
after life, viz., the neglect of the most important duty of their 
religion, should be guarded against; and the editor is, there- 
fore, of opinion that a special hour should be set apart for 
reciting prayers, and the.time of attendance be fixed one hour 
earlier instead. _ 


A correspondent of the Benares Akhbér, of the 20th Febru- 
ary, gives credit to the Hindoo gentlemen of Mirzapore for 


having established a Sanscrit boarding-sohool in the city at 
their own expense. 
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